ROME   AND   IONA

The to keep the promise so quaintly uttered.    So he sent
SliSl Augustine and a band of forty missionaries to Britain.

S97' In 597 they landed at Ebbsfleet, the very place where
Hengist and his Saxons had landed a hundred and fifty
years before.

King ^Ethelberht was soon converted, and his subjects
followed his example, so that Kent was the first English
kingdom to become Christian. Then, just as a Prankish
princess had given the chance of sending a mission to
Kent, so a Kentish princess, /Ethelberg, who married
Edwin, King of Northumbria, carried another missionary,
Paulinus, to the north, but his Northumbrian converts
lapsed into heathenism when their king was slain in
battle. The last great stand for heathendom was made
by Penda, King of Mcrcia, but after thirteen years of
fighting he was killed in battle, and soon after his death
his subjects also became Christians*

Meanwhile  the  Roman  monks were  not  the only

m The missionaries at work.    As curly as *132 St. Patrick, a

co$iumnbS! Briton,   had   crossed   to   Ireland   and   converted  the

563' Irish to Christianity. From Ireland, Christianity was
brought back to Scotland in 5M, when St. Columba
founded a monastery on the island of lona. Sometimes
alone, sometimes with a band of followers as enthusiastic
as himself, he travelled through wolf-haunted forests
or over lonely moorlands, till in r>i)7, the year of his
death and of St. Augustine's arrival, monasteries like
the mother-house on lona were to he found in the re-
motest parts of Scotland, In fJ&l, at the request of King
Oswald of Northumbria, Kt Aidan, a Mcot, came from
lona and set up a monastery on the island of Lindisfarne,
from which he and his monks sallied forth to win the
Northumbrians back to Christianity.

Unfortunately, though the Celtic and Roman mis-
sionaries were striving for the same good object, they